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STEM SSTEM SSTEM STRATEGICTRATEGICTRATEGIC    PPPLANNINGLANNINGLANNING    SSSESSIONESSIONESSION   
W i n d o w 

Rock, Arizona, Feb-

ruary 15, 2013.  At the 

Navajo Nation Educa-

tion Center, Sunrise 

Conference Room, the 

Navajo Nation con-

vened a strategic plan-

ning session on STEM 

(Acronym for:  Science, 

Technology, Engineering 

and Mathematics).  Par-

ticipants (Educators, 

Scientists and  Admin-

istrators)  attending the 

Planning Session  in-

cluded:  Rose Graham, 

NNSFA Program Manager; 

Darcy Renfro, Science Foun-

dation of Arizona and Ari-

zona STEM Network; Steven 

Grey, Lawrence Livermore 

National Laboratory; Nevina 

Kinlahcheeny, Lawrence Liv-

ermore National Laboratory; 

Karen Lesher, Superinten-

dent; Al Reed, Innovate & 

Educate; Rebecca Benally, 

Vice President of Diné Col-

lege;  Fannie L. Atcitty, Diné 

College Board of Regents; 

Elmer Guy, President of Na-

vajo Technology College; 

Alice Carron, Navajo Tech-

nology College;  Cathleen 

Barton, Intel and NM Stem; 

Suzy Baldwin and Linda 

Benally, Arizona Public Ser-

vice; Calvin Harvey, DODE ð 

ODSMT. 

The strategic plan-

ning session is a response to 

NABIS-56-11. 

The Nabikõ²y§tiõ 

Committee of the Navajo 

Nation Council, by  Resolu-

tion NABIS-56-11, supports 

the creation of the  Navajo 

Tribal College STEM initiative 

project to prepare the Navajo 

Nation and its children for an 

economically independent and 

sustainable future.   

The Resolution aims 

to increase STEM programs 

at tribal colleges.  The Resolu-

tion anticipates tribal colleges 

using STEM education pro-

posal will prepare youth for 

future employments and ca-

reers thereby STEM estab-

lishes the foundation for a 

Navajo Nation economy in 

advance technology and inno-

vation. 

The main objective 

of the STEM Strategic Plan-

ning Session is to establish a 

framework and direction for 

an actionable STEM and to 

identify high impact opportu-

nities for students, teachers 

The Agenda covered: 

 ɹ Discussion and agreement 

on goals set forth in Reso-

lution NABIS-56-11. 

 ɹ Building a Current Analy-

sis:  Understanding the 

Navajo Nationõs current 

profile. 

 ɹ Identify and discuss the 

realities of current educa-

tion reform and their im-

plications for the Navajo 

Nation. 

 ɹ Action planning (i.e.:  

What do you want to do 

and what does success look 

like? Draft key elements of 

an action plan with long ð 

and-short term goals for 

action; develop guiding 

principles and underlying 

assumptions. 

 

INSIDE  
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NAVAJO NATION BOARD OF EDUCATION  

  There is two-vacancy on the Navajo Nation Board of 
Education.  In August 2012 Board Member Andrea Charlie 
resigned and then in January 2013 Tina James-Tafoya re-
signed from the Board. 

________________________________ 

  In the meeting held January 4th, 2013, NNBOE dis-
ŎǳǎǎŜŘ bb.h9Ωǎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎƛȄ 
months, which includes: Title 10, 2, 11 and the One Grant 
Concept with the Feasibility Study and Analysis of the De-
partment of Diné Education.  In addition, Ms. Rose Graham, 
Department Manager, ONNFSA, provided an update report 
on the status of the Chief Manuelito Scholarship.  Under 
the New Business item, the Board approved the Gallup 
McKinley County Public Schools Impact Aid Indian Policies 
and Procedures for SY 2013-2014.   

________________________________ 

  The Board in the January 14th, 2013, special meeting 
(held in the DODE Sunrise Conference Room) received an 
overview report on the status of the Navajo Head Start.  
The report included a section on the authorities and re-
sponsibilities of the Board as incorporated into the reor-
ganization of the Navajo Head Start.  In addition, the Board 
approved Resolution NNBEJA-184-2013, which approves 
the Navajo Nation Board of Education as the oversight gov-
erning body for the Navajo Nation Head Start. 

________________________________ 

  When the Board opened the special meeting January 
21, 2013, an important discussion on the agenda was the 
preparation for the joint meeting between the Board and 
HEHSC.  After thorough and complete discussion, the Board 
unanimously approved the following issues to bring before 
HEHESC: 

ʺ Overview, Summary, and Status of the Navajo Nation 
Accountability Workbook. 

ʺ Recommended Amendments to Title 2, 10 and 11. 

ʺ Discussion and consideration of additional Delegations 
of Authority to the Department and Board. 

ʺ Delegation of Authority: Reauthorization of P.L. 100-
297 Grant and P.L. 93-638 Contract Schools. 

ʺ hǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ άǎǘŀƴŘ 
ŀƭƻƴŜέΦ 

ʺ Local Governance Act Model (Chapters/FMS) 

ʺ Self-Governance Compact Model (638 Hospitals) 

Jimmy C. Begay 
President 

Chinle Agency 

Katherine D. Arviso 
Secretary 

Fort Defiance Agency 

Dr. Bernadette Todacheene 
Northern Navajo Agency 

Rose J. Yazzie 
Western Navajo 

Agency   

Dolly C. Begay, MA 
Vice President 

Eastern Navajo Agency 

Gloria Johns, MA 
Board Member 

Appointed 
Navajo Culture 
Representative 

Bennie Begay 
Board Member 

Appointed 
Navajo Culture 
Representative 

Delores Noble-
Parker 

Board Member 
Appointed 

School 
Administrator 

ʺ Review the 2012-2013 DODE Strategic Plan. 

ʺ Review the Executive Branch Strategic Plan. 

ʺ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘƛƴƎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ƻŦ 
meeting attendance. 

  ________________________________ 

  The Board approved Resolution NNBEJA-185-2013 at 
the NNBOE special meeting January 29, 2013.  Resolution 
NNBEJA-185-2013 pertains to several important matters, 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎΥ  ¢ƘŜ bŀǾŀƧƻ bŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ tƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŜŘǳπ
cation and testimony; Supporting the Department of Diné 
9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ [ƻŎŀƭ {ŎƘƻƻƭ .ƻŀǊŘ tƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ό5ƛƴŞ .ƛ hƱǘŀ 
School Board Association, Inc.) on the Fiscal Year 2013-
2014 Bureau of Indian Education Funding regarding: In-
dian Education, Administrative Cost Grants, Student 
Transportation, Facilities Management, Operations, and 
Maintenance, School Facility Improvement and Repairs 
and school replacement construction.  Ms. Angela Barney-
Nez, Executive Director of the Diné Bi Olta School Board 
Association, made the presentation. 

  ________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the March 8th, 2013, regular meeting, the Board ap-
proved Resolution NNBEMA-187-2013 to effect a name 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άhŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ ¸ƻǳǘƘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘέ ǘƻ ά5ƛƴŞ  
¸h¦¢IέΦ  Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ bb.9a!-186-
2013 to amend ECMY-28-02 that pertains to the ONNSFA 
Policies and Procedures.  The Board received the following 
update reports: 

ʺ  School Reauthorization process and activities. 

ʺ  Navajo Head Start Restructuring activities. 

ʺ  WRUSD School Consolidation/Closure Plans. 

Patrick Lynch 
Board Member 

Appointed 
Parent 

Representative 

 

  

NNBOE Members meet with Vice President Jim 
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Navajo Nation Johnson-OõMalley Program 
Meets with Subcontractors (School Districts) 

SSSUPERINTENDENTUPERINTENDENTUPERINTENDENT    TTTAHAHAHõõõSSS   MMMESSAGEESSAGEESSAGE   
see children and teach students.  

School children are undaunted by the 

federal budget cuts. 

  In so far as education is con-

cerned, the Navajo people is resilient 

and have in the past displayed the 

capacity to pick-up the pieces where 

others have failed.  With renewed re-

sources and priorities, the Navajo Na-

tion can set a firm cornerstone to 

build a Nation of education on stable 

grounds. 

  There is still a bright future to 

look forward to despite current and 

future federal budget deliberations. 

The Navajo people have overcome 

past federal Indian policies (some are 

most unspeakable) and the Navajo peo-

ple survived because of the determi-

nation  to gain knowledge and an edu-

cation in the most subtle form.  

  The federal  budget cuts 

(sequester) which became effective 

March 1, 2013, definitely have poten-

tial impact on national and local 

school operating budgets.  The federal 

budget cuts affected impact aids.  

Many state schools on the Navajo 

Nation rely on impact aids from the 

federal government.   

  The federal budget cuts also have 

potential impacts on BIE school 

budgets, by five-percent budget cut, 

which oversees 31 schools on the Na-

vajo Nation.  Overall, 65 schools 

(combining BIE schools, grant schools and 

contract schools) on the Navajo Nation 

are affected - in one form or another-  

because of the federal budget cuts.  

Schools are compelled to review their 

budgets to maintain operation. 

  Despite federal budget cuts, the 

education of Navajo children must 

continue to move forward.  School 

busses will continue to pick-up school 

children, school children will continue 

to occupy school buildings and class-

rooms and teachers will continue to 

   On February 26-27, 2013, the Navajo 
Nation Johnson-hΩaŀƭƭŜȅ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƳŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ 
Subcontractors at the San Juan College in Farm-
ington, New Mexico.   

   The agenda included general assembly, 
panel discussions and breakout sessions.  The 
breakout sessions were designed to provide tech-
nical assistance to subcontractors. 

   Over 94 educators and parents attended 
the 9th annual Subcontractors Regional Meeting.  
The Navajo Nation JOM provided to subcontrac-
tors and participants updated information on JOM 
Budget, student count, developing educational 
plans and other updated educational information. 

   The meeting focused on assisting school 
districts (subcontractors)  about how to develop 
and proceed with the FY 2013-14 JOM Proposal.  
According to NNJOM, these are relevant issues 
and concerns of the thirty one (31) subcontrac-
tors, which are located on the Navajo Nation and  
in boarder-towns adjacent to the Navajo Nation. 

   Staffs at the Navajo Nation JOM and other 
pertinent Agencies/Departments provided impor-
tant information regarding program proposals 
dealing with JOM contracts.  Ms. Delphina E. 
Shunkamola, BIE Education Program Specialist, 
provided detailed information about the BIA on-

site monitoring visit. 

   Assistant Superintendent Mr. Tim Benally 
presented the current status of the Dine Depart-
ƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Diné Standards 
Initiative. 

   In addition, Dr. AnCita Benally, the Office 
ƻŦ 5ƛƴŜΩ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ {ŜǊπ
vice, presented information about a  άwŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ bŀǾŀƧƻ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ 5ŜŎƭƛƴŜέ. 

   In the afternoon, February 26, 2013, the 
panel discussion on needs assessment included  
the following schools:   

 ́  Star School 
 ́  Pinon Unified School District 
 ́  Page Unified School District 
 ́  Flagstaff Unified School District 

 
   The panel discussion on goals and objec-
tives  included: 
 

 ɹ  San Juan Unified School District 
 ɹ  Ganado Unified School District 
 ɹ  Window Rock Unified School District 
 ɹ  Navajo Preparatory School 

 
The three breakout sessions included: 
 
ʸ Analyze and understand the 2013-14 pro-

posal, budget, timeline, channel of funds, 
process of subcontract, and submission of 
invoices; 

ʸ  Education plan; 
ʸ  IEC Monitoring/Need Assessment 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ǇŀƴŜƭ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
to the subcontractors about how successful pro-
ƎǊŀƳǎ Řƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎΣέ ǎŀȅǎ Wƻƴŀǎ ¸ŀȊȊƛŜΣ 
NNDODE Education Specialist.   

The discussion on the education-plan-needs as-
sessments and objectives, the panels shared their 
expertise on how they develop their proposals.  
Mr. Yazzie explains,  

These discussions provided strategies by 
incorporating the Navajo Nation educa-
tion priorities into their education plans. 
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2013 NAVAJO NATION  SCIENCE  FAIR 

 

February 27, 2013, Navajo Nation Sci-
ence Fair (Grades 5-6) Junior Division 
Results are: 
 
Animal Science   
 

 ́ Chris Bahe, Rock Point Community 
School; 

 ́ Rhiannon Lansing, Montezuma 
Creek Elementary  School;  

 ́ Valtavia Cook, Rock Point Commu-
nity School 

 

Behavioral & Social Sciences 
 

 ́ Kaly Arvizu, Tuba City Boarding 
School;  

 ́ Kierman Sherman and Aubry Joe, 
Ganado Intermediate School;  

 ́ 3rd  (tie) Kami Atcitty and Tiana Sam, 
Montezuma Creek Elementary 
School 

 ́ 3rd  (tie) Derrick Lamerman and 
Courtney Yazzie,  Red Mesa Junior 
High School 

 

Biology 
 

 ́ Johndenmy Mendoza and Marcus 
King, Atsa Biyaazh Community 
School;  

 ́ Hyatt Todachinnie and Skylar Tor-
talita,  Montezuma Creek Elementary 
School;  

 ́ Shanya Willie, Kin Dah Lichi I Ota 
School 

 

Chemistry 
 

 ́ Tia Morgan, Tiis Tsozi Bi Olta 
Crownpoint; 

 ́ AlannahIgra Mangubat , Tuba City 
Boarding School; 

 ́ Justina Slim, Tuba City Boarding 
School 

 

Computer Science 
 

 ́ Talis Yazzie, Tsehootsoi Dine Bi 

Olta; 
 ́ Tori Wesley and Cyndi Jackson, Pi-

non Elementary School 
 

Engineering 
 

 ́ Teõa Scott, Aneth Community 
School;  

 ́ Denisha Nez, Pinon Accelerated 
Middle School;  

 ́ Wyatt Francisco, Wingate Elementary 
School 

 

Environmental Sciences 
 

 ́ Danyel Johnson, Tse Bit Ai Middle 
School; 

 ́ Devin John, Tsehootsoi Elementary 
School; 

 ́ Charlotte Sam, Wingate Elementary 
School 

 

Physical Science 
 

 ́ Seth Crespin and Johnny Gutierez,
 Tohajiilee Community School; 

 ́ Dana Begaye, Pinon Elementary 
School; 

 ́ Taina Sandoval, Tse Bit Ai Middle 
School 

 

Overall Highest Point Winner in the 
Junior Division (Grades 5-6) 
 

 ́ Kaly Arvizu, Tuba City Boarding 
School 

 

Continue on page 8 

 
NAVAJO NATION DEPARTMENT OF 
DINE EDUCATION KICKED-OFF THE 
2013 NAVAJO NATION SCIENCE FAIR 
AT THE RED ROCK STATE PARK ς 
GALLUP, NEW MEXICO 
 

  The Navajo Department of Diné 
Education (NNDODE) held the 2013 
Navajo Nation Science Fair February 26 
& 27, 2013, at the Red Rock State Park-
Gallup, New Mexico. 
  The Office of Diné School Improve-
ment of the Navajo Department of Diné 
Education was excited about the posi-
tive responses with more participants.  
ά¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƻǾŜǊ рнм ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǳōπ
mitted from Kindergarten to 12th grades 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ол ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ έǎŀȅǎ 
Johanson Phillips, Principal Education 
Specialist at the office of Diné School 
Improvement, NNDODE.  27 judges 
have signed-up to evaluate and score 
science projects that included eight 
categories:  
 

�x�� Animal Sciences 

�x�� Behavior & Social Services 

�x�� Biology 

�x�� Chemistry 

�x�� Engineering 

�x�� Environment Sciences 

Superintendent Tah reviewing a science project 


